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additional strike fighter jets and elec-
tronic warfare attack in the future.
However, our worked isn’t finished. I
look forward to supporting the NDAA
when it comes to the House floor and
fighting for Super Hornets to be in-

cluded during the appropriations
process.
————
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THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, 1
wish I could say that the budget reso-
lution being moved through Congress
right now will help America’s middle
class.

I wish I could say that this budget
will help provide opportunities for
struggling Americans and security for
our seniors.

I wish I could say that this budget
will help raise stagnant wages, help our
kids attend college, and help our busi-
nesses create jobs.

I wish I could say all of that, but I
can’t.

What I can say is that the budget
being pushed through the House today
would make hard-working Americans
work even harder and take home even
less, while benefiting special interests
and the ultrawealthy.

I ask my Republican colleagues to
partner with us in a bipartisan fashion
to create a budget that will benefit all
Americans.

———

FIXING THE ISSUES AT THE VA

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased that we are working through a
bipartisan Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill
that contains a lot of good measures,
that keeps the VA under the magni-
fying glass, and helps guarantee top-
notch care for our Nation’s heroes, our
veterans.

Continuing to fix the issues at the
VA needs to remain our top priority,
but the solution is not throwing more
money at it, Mr. Speaker. We spend
more now on the VA than at any point
in our history, but too much money is
wasted on the bureaucracy here in
Washington and doesn’t get down to
the caregivers and to our veterans who
need the care.

My constituents and veterans across
the Nation are waiting months for rou-
tine exams, while others who need spe-
cial care are stuck in backlogs. Mr.
Speaker, it simply isn’t fair, and it is
not tolerable.

Our veterans deserve the best, and we
can deliver that by breaking up this
bureaucracy in the VA. We should give
our veterans the option to get health
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care at the VA if they choose, or to go
to a private healthcare provider in
their local community and have the
VA pay for it.

Until we move to that system, Mr.
Speaker, the VA at the top is going to
continue to soak up the money, and
the veterans at the bottom are going to
continue to not get the care that they
deserve.

I ask my colleagues to continue to
work with me so that we provide the
best health care in the world to our
veterans, that we keep the promises we
made.

———————

THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET’'S IM-
PACT ON ACCESS TO SECONDARY
EDUCATION

(Mrs. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican budget we are going to con-
sider later today is a step in the wrong
direction for students. At a time when
student loan debt is at an all-time
high, we need to be doing more to help
students, not less.

Unfortunately, the Republican budg-
et will make students work harder for
less. It will hurt low-income students
by cutting $89 billion for Pell grants. It
will dramatically cut back the loan re-
payment programs that help all stu-
dent loan borrowers pay affordable
rates. And for Americans in job train-
ing programs, more than 2 million may
be turned away from the critical train-
ing programs they need to change ca-
reers or secure advancement at work.

Students of all types deserve access
to quality, affordable education, but
this Republican budget cuts critical
programs that help our students get
ahead. Mr. Speaker, our young people
are 25 percent of our population and 100
percent of our future. We can and must
do better.

———

ENHANCING VETERANS ACCESS TO
TREATMENT ACT

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, today I am introducing the
Enhancing Veterans Access to Treat-
ment Act, legislation that eliminates
bureaucratic hurdles so veterans using
the VA can continue to receive the
same lifesaving mental health medica-
tion they access while on Active Duty.

Currently, the VA requires a veteran
to switch their medication when that
drug is not included in the VA’s drug
formulary, regardless if the drug is
working. Instead, the VA will put the
veteran on different medication and re-
quires them to fail first before they are
switched back, or the vet must go
through an appeals process to remain
on the current medication.

Instead, this bill simply says, if it
works, keep it. This bill allows seam-
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less continuity of medication and
leaves any decision to change up to the
doctor.

It is not enough to just have the DOD
and VA share a limited medication list,
because when it comes to psychotropic
medication, the doctor needs to have
available the full spectrum of choices.

With 22 veterans dying each day by
suicide, these veterans don’t have time
to wait to get their medication for
their depression or anxiety.

I ask all Members to please join me
in cosponsoring the Enhancing Vet-
erans Access to Treatment Act so we
can solve this problem.

———

GOOD NEWS FROM NIGERIA

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
this week we received good news. On
Tuesday, 200 girls and 93 women were
rescued from Boko Haram camps by
the Nigerian military in the Sambisa
Forest. Yesterday, another group, 160
women and children, was rescued in the
same forest.

These reports bring me great hope.
My heart goes out to these women,
girls, and their families, who have ex-
perienced their worst nightmare.

I am hopeful that the Chibok girls,
who were kidnapped over a year ago,
are a part of these ongoing rescue mis-
sions by the Nigerian Army.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I asked my
fellow Congresswomen to wear red in
honor of the missing girls and vote to-
gether in of the well of the House of
Representatives. Together, we called
attention to the atrocities by Boko
Haram, called for the return of all of
the kidnapped girls, and called for Ni-
gerian leaders to be held accountable
by the world.

It takes the political will of the Nige-
rian Government and the conviction to
do what is right to eradicate Boko
Haram and end their tragic reign of
terror.

We hope to wear red every Wednes-
day. I will not stop speaking, stop
tweeting and fighting on behalf of
these girls, their families, until the
girls are safely returned.

Tweet bringbackourgirls and tweet
#joinrep.wilson.

———
THE STAPLE ACT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, every
year, students from around the world
come to the United States to access
our high-quality education and univer-
sities and colleges. And many of these
students obtain doctoral degrees in
science, technology, engineering and
math, and have job offers from numer-
ous employers that need their expertise
and their skills.

However, too often, our immigration
rules send these graduates, some of the
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best and brightest minds who will be
highly skilled workers and entre-
preneurs, back to their home countries
to become our competitors rather than
helping grow and create jobs right
here.

Today, I am introducing bipartisan
legislation, the STAPLE Act, with my
colleague, Congressman MIKE QUIGLEY,
to help fix this problem and Kkeep
America on the forefront of innovation.
The STAPLE Act will exempt recent
STEM graduates with a Ph.D. with

pending job offers from H-1B visa
quotas.
Mr. Speaker, our immigration sys-

tem is broken, and we must take ac-
tion to ensure that the system is fair
and that it keeps America competitive,
and passing the STAPLE Act is a good
step in the right direction.

——————

THE OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY
ASSESSMENT

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment, the OTA.

For 22 years, the OTA was a key non-
partisan resource for Congress as it
dealt with scientific and technical pol-
icy issues. The OTA was overseen by a
Technical Advisory Board composed of
six Senators and six Representatives,
evenly split between the two parties.

The OTA was able to provide easy-to-
understand explanations of complex
scientific issues. For example, in 1988,
the OTA provided a study called
‘““Healthy Children: Investing in the
Future,” showing that infants with low
birth weights were more susceptible to
a variety of physical and mental dis-
abilities. This study helped change
Medicaid eligibility rules by expanding
access to prenatal care to millions of
women, saving lives and taxpayer
money. This, and other reports, pro-
vided the information needed to make
reasonable policy based on scientific
results.

This Congress needs scientific guid-
ance, and I urge my colleagues to join
me in calling for the reestablishment
of the Office of Technology Assess-
ment.

SUPPORTING THE PTC
ELIMINATION ACT

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, if we
are serious about making the Tax Code
simpler and fairer, then we have to get
rid of deadweight handouts. The PTC
Elimination Act, which I have au-
thored with Congressman POMPEO, is a
step in that direction. The bill scales
back and repeals the wind production
tax credit.

The PTC was created over 20 years
ago to help new forms of energy get on
their feet. Today, it is a largely bloated
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subsidy for the fully grown multi-
million-dollar wind industry. The ma-
ture wind industry shouldn’t be spoon
fed by taxpayers any longer. The PTC
needs to end.

By taking this no-longer-needed tax
credit off the books, the PTC Elimi-
nation Act brings fairness to our Tax
Code and enhances competition. That
is the kind of tax simplification we
need to reinvigorate the American
economy.

——
TRANSPACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, Japan’s Prime Minister addressed
Congress.

Each U.S. President has their Japan
opening initiative. All fail, as will
President Obama.

Soothing words are what Prime Min-
ister Abe gave Congress yesterday. But
here is the scorecard for U.S. trade
with Japan:

There hasn’t been a single year of
trade surplus for our country, not even
balance. Rather, over the last 20 years,
we have had $1,963,6564,100 trillion lost
dollars; U.S. dollars that have gone to
Japan from us buying their products,
but their markets remain closed to
ours.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is not
a trade deal. It should be debated as a
treaty. It is a foreign policy arrange-
ment that is part of the shift to Asia.

As for the trade portion of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, it facilitates the
movement of more U.S. jobs and cor-
porations into Vietnam and other na-
tions in the region. Labor costs there
are chasing cheap labor a third of that
of China now, and will ease the move-
ment of those goods back into—guess
where—our country again.

We have seen it before. It is time for
Congress to stand up for the workers
and communities of the United States
of America. Let us start building back
our middle class rather than keep ship-
ping it out every place but here.

———

CELEBRATING NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
EDUCATORS

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and give thanks to all
New Hampshire’s educators as we cele-
brate National Teacher Appreciation
Day.

Oftentimes our teachers don’t get the
thanks or credit that they deserve.
Granite State teachers devote their
lives to providing our children with the
tools, the resources, and the attention
necessary to be the very best that they
can be.

It is our teachers who listen to our
children, challenge them, and inspire
them to dream the impossible. They

H2671

spend countless hours devoted to pre-
paring our kids for the next challenge,
whether that be passing a test or navi-
gating conflict. They don’t simply pre-
pare them for the grammar quiz on Fri-
day; they prepare them for the events
that will test them throughout their
lives.

So to all those who teach our kids
that anything is possible with hard
work and dedication, thank you. To all
those who encourage our students to
shoot for the stars, I say, thank you. It
is because of you that our Nation re-
mains the world leader of innovation,
ideas, and excellence.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL OUT-
DOOR LEADERSHIP SCHOOL

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the 50th anni-
versary of the National Outdoor Lead-
ership School.

NOLS was founded in Wyoming by
Paul Petzoldt. NOLS has taught thou-
sands of Americans and people world-
wide about the responsible use of the
outdoors and an appreciation for out-
door activities, recreation, hiking, that
is unsurpassed.

NOLS is headquartered in Wyoming,
in Lander, and we are proud that
NOLS’s mother ship is in our dear
State. NOLS is a wonderful organiza-
tion that provides stewardship of our
natural resources in a way that teaches
people how to enjoy and appreciate the
outdoors.

Congratulations, NOLS, the National
Outdoor Leadership School, on 50
years.

——
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1732, REGULATORY IN-
TEGRITY PROTECTION ACT OF
2015; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF CONFERENCE REPORT
ON S. CON. RES. 11, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET,
FISCAL YEAR 2016, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 43, DISAPPROVAL OF
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA REPRO-
DUCTIVE HEALTH NON-DISCRIMI-
NATION AMENDMENT ACT OF
2014

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 231 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 231

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1732) to pre-
serve existing rights and responsibilities
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